
 

 

Quarterly Meeting Thursday, 10/17/19 
Capital Newspapers, 2 pm 

1. Call to order and introductions 
2. Approval of minutes from 7/18/19 meeting     
3. Treasurer’s report – Drechsel  \ 
 

4. President’s report 
 A)  New stationary, thanks to Andy Hall and Wisconsin Watch 
 B) Membership list and Bylaws have been updated on website to reflect the demise of Wisconsin 

 News Photographers. 
 

5) Council membership: Changes made as noted above.  
 

6) Legislative update: SB 39 (AB 33), to greatly expand eligibility for expungement of low-level 

criminal convictions, which means sealing case files and purging records from WCCA: Still listed as 
available for scheduling; no action since May. SB 50, to revamp rules on police body cameras and 

records retention and release, based on work of Legislative Council Study Committee on the Use of 

Police Body Cameras: Hearing held 9/17. AB 322 would require that crime information on CCAP be 
searchable by county,  judge, criminal charge, referring law enforcement agency, and outcome: 

Hearing held 7/18. SB 202, a bill to shield the names of lottery winners, was introduced in May; no 

further action. Troublesome open records exemption stripped from transportation bill AB 285.  
 

7. Legal update: MacIver Institute sues Gov. Tony Evers, alleging that it has been denied access 

afforded other media outlets. State taxpayers must shell out $200,000 to pay One Wisconsin Now’s 

legal fees in social media-blocking case, on top of $100,000 for Krug case. Tom Kamenick launches 
the Wisconsin Transparency Project, a new law firm dedicated to open government. 
  

8. Issue for discussion: How is Tony Evers’ doing? Macver sues over access; Wisconsin Institute for 

Law & Liberty releases report regarding Gov. Evers’ record on open government issues. Notes that 

website has been taken down; spokesperson says governor follows the law, not executive orders of 
past governors. 
  

9. Issue for discussion: What can be done about lawmakers’ abusive practice of charging high fees to 
locate records? 

 

10. Other issues: State lawmakers meet behind closed doors to discuss settlements but are not told 

even what cases are involved. Madison School District denies records request on grounds that it does 
not know the identity of the requester and hence can’t know “whether there is a safety concern.” 

NFOIC inquiry asks whether charter schools are subject to the state’s open records law. Kevin 

Wymore writes on UW medical fund secrecy. 
 

11. Web site – Foust 
 

12: Your Right to Know: Need offerings for November, December, January  
 

13:  Other business including next meeting date: Thursday, Jan.9, 16 and 23. 
 

14. Adjourn 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/sb39
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/sb50
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lc/study/2018/1787
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lc/study/2018/1787
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/ab322
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/proposals/REG/SB202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/ab285.pdf
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/conservative-maciver-institute-files-federal-lawsuit-against-tony-evers-over/article_e96a527c-a615-5d01-b8c5-d51930426812.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/gop-twitter-block-will-cost-wisconsin-taxpayers/article_98646189-1c58-58c8-859a-bd198a1fa6bd.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/conservative-group-slams-gov-tony-evers-open-records-practices/article_af22692c-29b4-5891-b723-5251b4d5e20a.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/conservative-group-tony-evers-disorganized-and-inconsistent-in-open-records/article_9e7a12dd-25ab-5935-b5a3-4f7f5fb47634.html
http://wisfoic.org/september-lawmakers-use-costs-to-rebuff-records-requests/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2019/08/27/wisconsin-lawmakers-meeting-behind-closed-doors-and-dont-know-why/2128999001/
https://www.muckrock.com/foi/madison-721/public-records-request-dated-august-21-2019-79155/
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/column/kevin-wymore-uw-s-m-health-fund-shouldn-t-be/article_e126534e-8597-5c00-9a6f-163e4dd0fcd5.html


 

 

 


